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Alabama 

OTHER POTENTIALLY RELEVANT CASES 

Chambers v. Birmingham News Co., 552 So. 2d 854 (Ala. 1989): The Alabama Supreme Court found that 
exceptions and use of the rule of reason test set forth in Stone “must be strictly construed and must be 
applied only in those cases where it is readily apparent that disclosure will result in undue harm or 
embarrassment to an individual, or where the public interest will clearly be adversely affected, when 
weighed against the public policy considerations suggesting disclosure. These questions, of course, are 
factual in nature and are for the trial judge to resolve.”4 

Birmingham News Co. v. Muse, 669 So. 2d 138 (Ala. 1995): In an earlier decision in this case,5 the Alabama 
Supreme Court had held that the trial court must use a rule of reason test to evaluate whether letters 
between the Auburn University President and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) about 
an NCAA investigation should be disclosed. On remand, the trial court applied the rule of reason test and 
found that the records should be withheld; the trial court’s decision was affirmed by the Alabama 
Supreme Court. 

Health Care Auth. for Baptist Health v. Cent. Alabama Radiation Oncology, LLC, 292 So. 3d 623, 633 (Ala. 
2019):  The Alabama Supreme Court held that a health care authority was subject to Alabama’s open 
records law, because “it chose to partner with the University of Alabama to become a government-
authorized health-care authority” and that relationship offered many benefits. Therefore, it must also be 
subject to the responsibilities, such as being subject to open records requests.  

IV. OTHER NOTES

The Open Records Act was amended in 2024. The amendment, Act 2024-278, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2024, 
establishes the procedures for submitting proper records requests and for public officers to respond to 
such requests. Most notably, the amendment expands the right to inspect and take a copy of any state 
public record to any resident; the prior text only allowed citizens to do so. 

4 Chambers v. Birmingham News Co., 552 So. 2d 854, 856 (Ala. 1989). 

5 Birmingham News Co. v. Muse, 638 So. 2d 853 (Ala. 1994). 
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